CHAPTER  15
Envoy to Austria
Abortive Nazi Putsch in Austria
The horror of the whole world at the bloody tribunals
held in Germany between 30th June and 3rd July, 1934,
had hardly subsided when a new and detestable National
Socialist crime was reported. On the 25th July 1934 one
hundred and forty-four disguised National Socialists had
penetrated into the Austrian Chancellor's office in Vienna,
and had murdered the defenceless Austrian Chancellor, Dr.
Dollfuss. Simultaneously an attempt was made to seize by
force of arms the Vienna Radio Company. From there the
National Socialist putschists announced that the Dollfuss
Government had fallen and a new Government under Dr.
Anton Rintelen had been set up.*
This radio announcement proved to be entirely wrong.
It was true that Dr. Dollfuss, the Chancellor, had fallen
into the hands of the National Socialist murderers, but the
one hundred and forty-four putschists had been cut off in
the Chancellery by the police and the military forces. There
could be no question of a National Socialist Government's
being introduced, and after the death of Dr. Dollfuss a new
Government was formed in Austria under Dr. Schuschnigg
and Prince Starhemberg, and this was anti-Hitler.
The putschists, shut up in the Chancellery, were forced
to recognise the hopelessness of their situation, and sent to
the German Embassy in Vienna. They begged the German
Envoy, Dr. Rieth, to use his influence with the Austrian
* Dr. Anton Rintden must not be confused with Captain von
Rintden, whose sabotage activities are referred to in the first section
of this book.
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